IN I'HE DISTRICT COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISTON OF ST. THHOMAS AND N1, JOHN

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

INDICTMENT
V.
CRIMINAL NO. 2019- 'z 7

VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN, and
STEPHANIE BARNES, VIOLATIONS:
Title 18, United States Code,

Defendants., Section 371
Title 18, United States Code,
Section 666
Title 18, United States Caode,
Secetions 1343
Title 18, United States Code,
Scetinn 1956
Title 14, Virgin Islands Code,
Section T
l'itle 14, Virgin Islands Code,
Section 843
Title 14, Virgin Islands Code,
Section 895
Title 33, Virgin Islands Code,
Section 1524

THE GRAND JURY CHARGIES:

INIRODUCTION
ALall times relevant w this Indicoment:
I The Virgie Islinds Casine Cantrol Commissien (“the Commission™) was located

in the Urited States Virgie lslands and was 2 compoengt ol the Governnent of the Virzin Islands
athorized by Tille 32, Virgin Tslands Code, Seetion 420, 10 act in the name ol the Govermnent ol
the Virgin Islands.

-

2. The Commission was responsible for granting casino licenses and pertorming other

gaming-related regulatory funerions in the Lnited States Virgin Tslamds,
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3, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN (“Golder™) was the Chairpersim of the Commission
arud an agent of the Virgin Islands Gevernment. As such. she had a salary o0 $105.000 per vear,

4. During her time as Chairperson of the Commission, GOLDEN bad gencrated
stgrilicant aulstanding personal debt. in particular with respect i her own personal credit cands

5. STEPHANIE BARNES (“Rames™) was a contractor of the Commission
purportedly performing services related to responsible gaming education. From 2013 to 2018,
Bames received over $450.000 in Commission lunds.

h. FLM. was the son of BARNES. and he was in na way emploved or contrucied to
work on behalf of the Commission,
. The Virgin Islands was a tersitory of the United States. In all vears relevant to this
Indictment. the Government of the Virgin [slands reccived benefits in excess of STLERN uader a
Federal program involving a grant, contract, subsidy, loan. gusrantee, insurance. oz other farm of
IMederal assistance.

8. Commission members were allowed 1o incur only those expenses authorized by the
Legislature of the Virgin [slands in the Commission’s annual budget

9, Cammission members were reguired o comply with procedures and regulations
pertaining to travel by emplovees of the Exccutive Branch of the Gavernment of the United States
Virgim Islands,

10. The Comnussion was required by Virgin Islands law te file quarterly and annuul
finunciul reports, including descriptions ol expenses incurred.

1T, The Commission maintained multiple bank accounts, meluding a bank account

knawn as the “Youth Account.” turded by faxes on the revenues of Virgin lslands” casinos, anl
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according to Virgin Islands law Youth Account moneys were only 1o be used for specified youth-
claled programs,

2. ARG, was a separate entity from the Commizsion and received funds Irom laxes
imposed an the revenues of Virgin Islands easinos, Such funds were 1o be used for responsible
aaming-related activities.

15, DUCwas a casino operating in SL Crix, VI and as such it was regulsted by the
Comumission, In October 2013, under threat of closure, 1.0, paid approsimately S473,000 1o the

Commission for purported back licensing fees.

COUNT ONE
(dheft trom Programs Receiving Federal Goveranment Funds,
INLS.C 8 666)
4, The facal sllegations comained i Pasagraphs 1 through 13 of this Indiclment ure
re-ulleged and incorporated as if fully set forth berein

15 From en or aboul January 1, 2018 through on or ahout December 31, 2005, in the

Dismricr ofthe Virgino Isiands and elsewhere, and within the jurisdiction of this Court, the delendant,
VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN

heing an agent of the Virgin Islands Government. dicd embezzle, sweal, obmain by fraud, without

autbority knowingly convert W the use of a pemsen not the nghtlu? owner, and mtenaemally

misapply praperty warth at least S3,000 owned by, under the care of, and under the custady and

control of an organization. government. and agency which received mare than STOO00 in lederal

progrum benelits in oo one-year period; thal s, GOLDEN, an agenl of the Virgin [slands
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eoverninent. obtained at least S3.000 in funds ef the Virgin Tslunds govemment through the use of

Cammission credis cards and funds for the penonal purchases identitied below. among others:

Subparagraph ' Date (On or Amount Nature of Purchase
About)
2 January S2.796.10 Dinners al Savant Restaurant, St
Leeember 2015 Croix, VI
h)  March 3, 2015 89.931.27 Las Vegas ravel. including Frst cluss
airfare, for Golden amd her Family

members.

) ' A;Sfil 4.2015 S7.00) Westin St John resert

accommislziions

) June 24, 2015 §3.97957 | St Kins aiefare and hotel for Bames
July 4, 2013 Cand HM,
.
e June 26, 2015 §11020 | Adrfase for L.E., a persenal fricnd of
| Galden
H Muy 28, 2015 - $3.049.74 | Travel for .1, the son of Golden

June 1, 2003 '

ol uly 13,2013 S3v74.01 Car repairs for Bames' personal
vehicle

S August 13,2015 [§2,193.55  Centerline car rental for Golden and J\
Barmes
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Car repair tor Barnes” personal ‘

vehicle

Tlerts Car rental for Barnes and [1LM.

Ilight 1o i'};"ﬂsbingto»n. !J.('.-, Tar J

Barnes and H.M.

' Repair services lor Golden's persenal

vehicle

Sar: Juzr, Puerto Rice travel fo:
(rolden, Buarnes, and H M,

- Adrlare for Golden. Bames. and 1M,
for trip 1o Orlando from 12/30:2015

to 14122014

! AT&T phones and speaker purchases

Walt Disney World

Walt Disney World

Indiztment
Puge S

il July 16, 2015 - §3,222.11

' August 12, 2015
i) September 3. 2015 | §1,33747
k ; S'éplcmhcr 15, S874 10
2415

1) ‘November 23, 2015 $1.196.9]
my November 25. 2015 | §14.624.20
7)) December 22. 2015 | $3.889.03
ol December 23. 2015 S2.097.0%
M December 27. 2015 | $1.593

q December 27, 2013 | $900)
N December 27, 2015 $1.018 39

All i vialstion of Tide 18, United States Code, Sections

Walt Disney World

666 1 1A} and 2.
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COUNTTWO

{Thefl from Programs Receiving Fedeeal Government Fovds,
I8 LSO F 600,

16, The factual allezations comtained in Parggraphs 1 through 13 of this Indicimen! are re
alleged and incorporated as if fully set forlh herein,

17, Prom e or sbout January 1, 2016 through on or about December 31, 2006, in the Disirict
af the Virgin Islands simd elsewhere, and within the jurisdiclion of this Court, the defendant.

VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN

heing an agent of the Virgin Islands Government. did embeszle. steal. oblain by frand, withowt
suthorily knowingly convert w the use of 4 person tot the rightful owner, sed intentionally
nusapply priperty worth at least 83,000 owned hy, under the care of, and under the enstody and
cantral of an erganization. government. and agerey which reeeived more than $10.000 in federal
program . beacfits in a one-year period: that is. GOLDEN, an agent of the Vigin Islunds
covernmenl, ablamed at least 85,000 in funds of the Virgio Islands covernment through the use ol

Commission credit cards and funds 1o the personal purchases identified below. smonz others:

Suhparagrapin—m)n or About) Amount Nature of Purchase

i January [, 2016 l N4uh 2| Walt Disney World

b Tonuary 2, 2016 $196. 18 Cirque de Soleil dekets, Take
| Buenz Vista, FI

¢) January 3. 2016 §2.478.13 Rosen Hotels, Orlando, FL ‘

d U January 5. 2014 S1.612.7 Roser: 1otels, Orlando, EL '

el Janoary 10. 2016 S1.931 81 Rosen Hatels, Orlando, FL
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i Tanuary [0, 2016 $1.005.78 Rasen Hotels. Orfanda, T
' a) Tanuary 11, 2016 $205.74 TT Maxx purchases
al Jaouary 11, 2016 $271.50 1) Maxx purchases, including
ladics” shoes and lingeric
0 January 11,2016 $206.24 11 Maxx purchuses -
i) Tanuary 12, 2016 S3,000.35 | Avis rental ear purchase for trip |
1 Orlande frem 127302013 10
112:2016
ki January 12, 2016 §3135.24 ~ Rasen Hetels, Orlanda, FL
1 Tanuary 12, 3016 $704.29 Rosen Hotels, Orlando. L.
m) Janvary 23, 2016 $669.76 | Repair servives lor Golden's
personal vehicle
nl January 23. 2016 S3UUAL Centerline car rental lor Golden
o) March 23 April 6. | S19.887.02 | Miam trip, including mavel
2014 advance
[ﬁp] April 4, 2014 SI51.76 Neiman Marcas plu‘chaéi‘
gl Murch 28, 2014 $918.90 1) Maxx purchascs, including
Jadics' shoes and lingeric
3] March 20, 2016 Far6.67 T Maxx purchases
s} - May 11,2014 $3.041.28 Three husmess first ¢lass airline

tickets for Galden. Bacoes, and

TENVL G travel 1o New York
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’ ¥ May 13,2016
i May 27, 2016

' vl lune 7. 2016
w) Jime 26, 2016
Xl Juely 1L 2016

V) Tuly 16,2016 - July 17.

l 2016

7) July 15,2016

12 2016

as) Tuly 19, 2016

scheduled for July 6. 2016 to

Tuly 19, 2016

§2.440.08

S1,a50

143063

$535.00

$10.223.58

S1.885.62

"Ihree tickels for Broadway
production ol “Hamilwon™
scheduled for July 11, 2014
Three airiine tickets to SL Kills

for tave! heginning June 22,

2016,

Crucian Geld purchase

Tickets ta St. Kitts Music 1
Festival

Marriott hotel charses for travel

o St Kits trom June 22, 2014

Juls |, 20146
Pa}‘Mnu service from |
Westchester, NY 1o “Hamiltion”
praduction
Ritz-Carlton Hotel.,
Westchester. NY
Pavment tor rental Car for New
York trip From Jaly 9, 2016 G

July 19,2016
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bhy

(e

August U, 2016

Seprember 1, 2016

il d

el

1)

All in violation of Title I8, United States Code, Seciinns G66aI 1A and 2.

IR,

September

November. 2016

-

Naovember 2

November 21, 2016

October 28, 2016

$3.500

$2.802.54

Check 1o R.C.. but cash ziven

Li: Gaklen

Muarrion zitt cands

$13.7%2 13

Combined purchases Tor frave)

to Orlanda trom Oclisher 20,
2016 10 Navember 7. 2014 lor

Golden. Barnes. and 11.M,

8. 200,80

| 81.125.25

INTLS.CC § AA4)

re-alleged and incorporated s if fully set forth herein,

¥,

Cembined purchases for travel
to Orlando trorm November 13,

2016 to Novemnber 18, 2016 for

Cialden

e

personal vehicle

Theft fram Progroms Receiving Federal Gaverament Funds,

pair services lor Golden's

The factual allegalions contained in Paragraphs | through 12 of this lndicimen: sre

I'rom on or about January 1, 2017 through on or abaul December 31, 2017, in the

District of the Virgo Islands and elsewhere. and within the jurisdiction of this Court. the defendant,
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VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN
being an agent af the Visgin Islands Govermment. did embezzle, steal. obtain by trawd. withoul
authority knowimzly convest to the ase of a person not the rghtful ewner, and intentionally
nusapply property worth at least $3,000 owned by, under the care of. and under the custody and
contrel of an organization, government, and agencey which reecived more than S10.000 in tederal
progrum henelils in s one-vear period; that is, GOLDEN, an agemt of the Virgin lslands

avvernment, obained al least $5.000 30 funds ol the Virgin Tslamls povernment through the use of

Commission ceedit cards and tunds lor the personal porchases identified helow, smong athers:

Subparagraph | Date (On or About)  Amount Nature of Purchase

' i) " January 22 82024335 Atlanta and Orlundo
Pebruary 11,2017 travel far Golden.

Barncs, and H.M..

meluding mravel
advance

k) February 7. 2017 $1.098 .82 Nordstrom's clothing |
purchases

¢l February 7. 2017 $1.268.82 Nordstrom s
nurchases

&) February ¥, 2017 S282.11 Cheesecnke Factory

purchases

el Fehruary 16— May  §13 88530 Dallas travel for

22,2017 Galiden, Rumes snd
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[ TEM. for May 2017, |
including travel
. advance
i) ' April 8, 2017 32071 | Tal] Wine and More
] purchises
) C April 92017 ' §415.62 | TI Maxx purchases
I} April 9, 2017 F718.20 Mucy's Minmi Beach
purchiases
T CApril 102017 S483.02 T1 Maxx purchases
) C April 6 April 10, | SI11.842.54 Miami teavel.
2017 including travel
ndvanes
) April 9.2017 S187.33 Chaesecake |actory
Ny April 10, 2007 §213.90 Cheesecake Taclory
m April 10,2017 $25.80 Cheeseenke Factors |
ni Apeil 10,2017 ST Cash withdeawal
Iram Commission |
credit cand
dj——m_ Maw 7 F6411 Jewelry purW
o June 12,2007 $1.602 Western Union wire |

affimdsw L., a
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q!

l

,l]

Vi

—— el e e | .
Allin vielation of Title 18, United States Cinde, Sections 600(2) 10A0 ar

Ture 19, 2017

l

83,600

personal friend of

‘ Cialiden

June 16,2017

$9.500

June 19,2017

June 30, 2017

Tty 25,2017

December 3, 2017

S434.64

$1.3129.99

[%1.364.54

. Private jet flight for
trip to St. Kitts for
Giolden, Barnes. and

HM.

Tweo checks ta
Golden during St
Kitls trip

Kmart purchuses of

personal items

Phone 7 aml

accessolies purchuses

$1.000

Check e R.C,

Western Upion wise
of lurds 10 V. R.,

sister ol Names.

il 2.
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COUNI FOUR
‘heft from Programs Receiving Federal Guvernmen!t Funds, 18 US.C § 0666;
2. The faetusd allegations contained in Parageaphs 1 theeugh 13 of this Indictment are
re-a!leged and incorporated as i fally set focth hercin,

21, From on or about Jaouary 1, 2018 through on or about December 31, 2008, i the
District of the Virgin Islands and clsewherce, and within the jerisdiction of this Court, the deferdant,
VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN
Aeing = oagent of the Virgin Tslands Govemment, did embessle, steal. obluin by Iraud, withoul
autharity knowingly converl Lo the use of 2 person not the rghttul owner, and intentionally
misapply properly worth ot least $5,000 owned by, under the care of, and under the custody and
contol of an organization. covernment. and agency which reccived more than $10.000 in fedeval
program benefits in a onc-vear period: that iz, GOLDEN, an agent of the Virzin Islands
goverrment, abtainad 2t deast S3,000n fmds of the Viegin Tslands goverrment throegh the use ol

Cormission eredit cands and Tunds lor the personal purchases wdentiBed below, amane others:

‘Subparagraph Date (On or About)  Amount Nature of Purchase ‘

) lruan\h 21,2018 $69999  iPhonc purchased for y
V.R., sister of Bames |

\
ol March 25, 20(8 S1026.84 Cheek te R.C,

cl June 1. 2018 S1.400 Check i R.C,

L = l o
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) Junc 8, 2018 S1.009.29 | Avis Car Rental for
Crolden in Orlundo,
FL.

o | Junc 15, 2018 $206 99 Western Union wire
ol Tunds 10 VB,
sister ol Bames

ﬁ_ JJIW $2.000 Check o R.C..but

- cash went o Golden

All in violation of Title 18, United States Cade, Sections 6?16( Al LAY and 2,

COUNT FIVE

WCoispicacy to Commit Thefi frow Programs Receiving Government Funds IN SO 88 374

220 The feeinal zllegations contained in Pazagraphs 1 ihrotgh 13 of this Indictment are
re-alleped and incorporatesd as if fully set torth herein,

23 Beginaing oo later than June T 2015, and continuing tizough moor abour December
L 2018, in the Dhistrict of the Virgin Tslands and elsewhere, and within the jurisdiction of this
Count, the detendanis,

VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN and STEPHANIE BARNES

and others koown and voknown o the Grand Juey, did knowingly and unlawfully conspire w
commil un offense agaiost the United States. 1w wil, to cmbezzle, sieul, ohtain by fraud. withaul
authanty knowingly convert 1o their own use, and ictentionally misspply, property that was valued

at $5.000 ar mare and was owned by and under the care, custody and contrel of an OIzanisulion,
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government, and azeney which received more than SI0.000 in federal program benelits in a one-
vear periisl, in vialation of Title 1, Unized States Cade, Section 664,
Moamniers and Means of the Cuonspivacy

240 lvwas part ol the conspivacy that VIOLET ANNFE GOLDEN and STEPHANIE
BARNES would and did execute u comirael whercoy STEPHANIE BARNES provided problem
gaming services, despite the fact that STEPHANIE BARNES had no exparience or education in
prohlem gaming.

25 I owas Rather part of the conspiracy that VIOLET ANNE GOILDEN and
STEPHANIE BARNES would and did use the funds of the Commission for their own personal
benelil,

26, Iowas firther part of the conspiracs 1t VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN :nd
STEPHANIFE. BARNES would and Jdid ereate false and falsely-dused invoices far services nol
actuzlly performed by Barnes,

Ohvery Acts of the Conspivacy

27 In furtherance ol the conspiracy. and w elTect the objeet thereot. VIOLET ANNE
GOLDEN, STEPHANIE BARNFS. and others committed and caused to be committed the
following pvert zels, among others, within the District of the Virgin Tslands and clsewhere:

a. Freme om or about June 24, 2015 through on or about Julv 4. 2015, STEPHANIIL
BARNES and HM., vaveled e S0 Kins, paid tor with the Commussion credit card issned 1o
VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN

h. O or about a date no carlier than June 30, 2013 and no later than December 1,

2015 VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN and STEPITANTE BARNES executed o conlract requiring the
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Commission o reimburse Barnes for travel for “one dependenl party™ to accompany Barnes on all
Commission-related mavel,

c. On or about December 27, 2015, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN purchased tickets
for Walt Disney World entertainment lor bersell, BARNES, and 11L.M., using a credit card issued
for Cinmrmission-relaled business.

d. From in or around September 2013 o in or around Scptember 2018, VIOLET
ANNE GOLDEN and SIEPHANIE BARNES uszcd funds of the Commission to pay
appreximately $44,523 for BARNES' cducations] expenscs,

e, O ar shoul December 30, 2005, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN and STEPHANITE
BARNES troveled with TEAVL trom S Crois, V1 G Orlando, T an onder to, in parl, tuke o personal
trip o Walt Disney World, sach trip paid for with 2 credit card issued Tor Connission-related
bustness.

I On orabeut May 13, 2016, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN purchased three tickers for
i sl ol $4.933 lor seals for a Broadway production of “Hamilten.” vsing a crodit card issued for
Commmission-relaled busingss.

C. On or about June 22,0 2016, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN and STEPHANIE
BARNES traveled with M. from St Creix. VIte S Kitts o attend the Se Kitts Music Testival,
travel paid for with a credic card issued tor Commission-related business.

h. On or abaul July |6, 2016, using 2 eredit eard issued for Commission-related
business, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN paid $533 dollars for a limousing tide tor VIOLET ANNE
GOLDEN, STEPHANIE BARNES. und TLM. from the Ritz-Carlom Holel in Westehester, NY

o & Brivsdway production of “Hamilton™ in New York, NY.
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On or about July 11, 2016, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN, STEPHANIE BARNES,
acd TLM. altended a Broadway preduction of “Hamilion,” the tickets for which were paidl with a
credit card issued lor Commission-related business.

1. Between Janwary |, 2015 and July 6, 2018, VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN caused 1o
he transferred Commission Funds 1o pay down the balances for eredit cards that ske keew had heen
used Lir pay for personal purchases lor the henefiz of VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN, STEPHANIE
BARNES, und HM.

k. Between September 1. 20015 and July 1, 200X, VIOLFET ANNE GOLDEN and
STEPHANIE BARNES caused Commission (imds to be paid w STEPHANIE BARNES i
excess of the amounts due Tor work pertormed hy Bames and in the shsence ol invaices for such
wirk.

l. Retween February 24, 2017 and March 1. 2017, VIOLET ANNFE GOLDEN
created false aml falscly-dated inveices (“the False Bames Tnvoices™ for work supposedly
performed by Barnes in 200132016, in an silempt 1o justily the Commission funds paid o
STEPHANIE BARNFES,

m. Berween February 24, 2017 and March [, 2017, STEPHANIE. BARNES provided
the False Bumes Invoices w an awlitor with the Virgin [slands Inspecter General's Offics,

Al in vielation of Litle 18, Uniled States Code, Section 371,



