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ORIGINAL COMPLAINT

AND NOW, COMES Plaintiff, Frederick Espinosa, through Manning Legal Services, P.C.,

and its counsel Yohana Manning, Esq., as and for his complaint states as follows:

1

2.

This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to Title 4 V.L.C. § 76, et. seq.

This is an action for defamation against the Defendants who through concerted action,
destroyed the reputation of the Plaintiff. The Defendants formed an association-in-
fact enterprise, which was originally a loose association of disgruntled Republicans,
that was an informal and an ongoing organization of individuals who sought to
overthrow the Republican Party of the United States Virgin Islands (hereinafter
“VIGOP” or “Republican Party”) chairman, John Canegata (hereinafter “Canegata”).
Defendants combined, confederated and intended to destroy Canegata. Defendants
organized around a false fact - that Plaintiff assaulted Gwen Hall Brady (hereinafter
“Brady”) to then justify officially forming and seeking recognition of their Junta. The

Plaintiff is a casualty of the Defendants plan.
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Plaintiff, Frederick Espinosa, is an adult resident of the US Virgin Islands, having

resided in St. Croix for thirty-nine years.

Plaintiff is a private citizen and he has worked as a technician at Business World for
the previous eight (8) years.

Plaintiff has worked hard to build his reputation in this community as being an honest
and peaceful man who has maintained a good reputation.

John Yob (hereinafter “Yob”), is a self-proclaimed expert on the Republican politics,
including orchestrating nominations at party conventions, who claims to have moved
to the Virgin Islands just in time to qualify to serve as a delegate to the Republican
National Convention. Yob wrote a two hundred and twenty-eight (228) page book
entitled “Chaos: The Outsider's Guide to a Contested Republican National
Convention”. Yob claims to be a resident of St. John.

Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Warren Cole (hereinafter
“Cole”), is an adult who resides on St. Croix, Virgin Islands.

Plaintiff is informed, and therefore avers that Defendant, Glenn Webster (hereinafter
“Webster”), is an adult who resides on St. Croix, Virgin Islands.

Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Noel Loftus (hereinafter
“Loftus”), is an adult who resides on St. Croix, Virgin Islands.

Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Tanya M. Singh (hereinafter
“Singh”), is an adult who resides on St. Croix, Virgin Islands.

Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Elissa Runyon (hereinafter
“Runyon”), is an adult who resides in St. John, Virgin Islands.

Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Fred Vialet, Jr. (hereinafter

“Vialet”), is an adult who resides in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands.
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Plaintiff is informed and therefore avers that Defendant, Ava Bourdan (hereinafter

“Bourdan”), is an adult who resides in St. Croix, Virgin Islands.
BACKGROUND

Cole was the Executive Director of the Republican Party of the United States Virgin
Islands, the Republican National Committee-recognized state party for the territory of
the Virgin Islands, until he was released in 2013.

Ever since John Canegata defeated Herbert Schoenbohm (hereinafter “Schoenbohm”)
for State Chairman of the Republican Party in 2012, a few local Republicans including
Schoenbohm and Cole became disgruntled. Cole eventually became the Treasurer
and refused to release the Republican Party’s bank account to the new administration.
Canegata defeated Schoenbohm again in 2014. Because of this, Schoenbohm instead
organized around the movement to oust Canegata.

In April 2016, Yob claimed with one hundred percent (100%) certainty, that the 2016
Republican National Convention would be contested! and repeatedly professed the
importance of the Virgin Islands delegation.

Yob further claimed that “unbound” or “free agent” delegates from the Virgin Islands
would play a significant role in the 2016 Republican National Convention.

At some point, Yob became aware of the rift within the party and associated himself
with Cole, Schoenbohm, Redfield and others to become an elected delegate.

Yob, his wife Erica and their friend Lindsay Eilon (hereinafter “Eilon”) were

eventually elected as “unbound” Virgin Islands delegates.

1 http:/ /www breitbart.com/ 2016-presidential-race/ 2016/ 04/14/ john—yob—one-hundred-percent-certain—gop—will-
have-a-contested-convention/
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Yob, Cole and others were disqualified as delegates to the 2016 Republican National
Convention for failure to follow well established Caucus Rules, therefore, they formed

a more organized Junta, this time led by Cole.
Defendants labeled Plaintiff as a “sycophant”, and “ardent” supporter of Canegata,
that he assaulted Brady and rallied around this untruth to explain why they formed

their Junta. The untruth thereafter served as a rallying cry to oust Canegata.

FACTS

A regular meeting convened on April 16, 2016 with only one action item on the
agenda: to fill three vacancies on the Territorial Committee resulting from two
members relocating outside the Virgin Islands and the death of the third member. The
meeting was attended by a super majority of members from St. Croix and St. Thomas.
At the conclusion of filling those three posts, the meeting was adjourned according to
VIGOP rules and parliamentary procedure, despite the numerous attempted
disruptions by the Defendants and others. The small faction of disgruntled
Republicans wanted to discuss additional items, such as the disqualification of six
delegates from the 2016 Republican National Convention for failure to follow well
established Caucus rules.

Cole who was one of the disqualified delegates, became upset and claimed that
resolutions that had just passed “didn’t happen”. Cole and the other disgruntled
members appeared angry and created chaos.

Cole improperly claimed that the meeting was not properly adjourned, and thereafter

began to orchestrate and organize other members of his Junta to convene a second
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meeting at his office. At this time Brady was visibly hostile and uncontrollable. Brady
attempted to grab Canegata’s laptop, which had to be wrestled back from her.

Brady thereafter directed her energy at Dennis Lennox (hereinafter “Lennox”), the
parliamentarian who was filming the chaos as it was occurring,.

Brady violently charged at Lennox and grabbed his phone. Continuing her anger, she
reeled back and threw the phone at Lennox striking him in the forehead. The phone
bounced off of Lennox's forehead causing a laceration. The phone landed close to
former Senator Lilliana Belardo O"Neal.

Plaintiff who was seated between Brady and Lennox, attempted to shield Lennox from
a more serious assault. Territorial Committee Member Jevon Williams leapt over the
table to assist Espinosa.

Shortly thereafter Virgin Islands Police Department officers arrived, at which time
Brady accepted responsibility and apologized for her acts of aggression. Brady agreed
to write a letter of apology for her actions. See Exhibit 1, Supplemental Police Report.
While accompanied by Singh, Brady then approached Territorial Committee Members
David Johnson and Jevon Williams and requested that they convince Lennox to erase
the cellphone footage of Brady’s tirade since Brady “had a job” and she didn’t want
the public seeing her acts of aggression.

After tensions began to simmer, Loftus, Singh, Cole, Vialet, Redfield, Webster,
Runyon and Schoenbohm illegitimately assembled at Cole’s office, as a “continuation”
of the lawfully noticed and conducted regular meeting of the Territorial Committee

which was adjourned sine die.

Schoenbohm was referred to as the “Chairman” of the meeting and after a roll call,

Cole brought an agenda with three additional items.
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Webster seconded a Motion brought forward by Cole seeking to condemn the Plaintiff

for his “assault” on Brady.

Loftus and Runyon voted for the resolution and brought forward a “proxy” voting for
it on behalf of others.

The three agenda items were 1) a resolution confirming the "winning delegates" to the
2016 Republican National Convention, and to direct the officers to certify such
delegation to the Republican National Committee; 2) condemnation of Plaintiff for
Assaulting Gwen Brady at the initial meeting; and, 3) Condemnation of the state
chairman and a vote of no confirmation.

The meeting did not comply with party rules requiring notice to the Territorial
Committee and a quorum which includes four (4) members from each island present
and not through proxy, nevertheless Defendants unanimously ratified all three
agenda items.

The “resolutions” thereafter added credibility to their scheme of deposing Canegata
and discrediting the actions of the local party. Yob, Cole, Schoenbohm, Redfield,
Brady and others thereafter began repeating and published in or by local, national and
international media that Plaintiff assaulted Brady and added legitimacy to this by
referring to the “resolution”. Defendants defamatory statements have been published
in the Associated Press, MSNBC, Comedy Central, CNN, 5t. Croix Avis, Virgin Islands
Daily News, Politico.com, VIConsortium.com, St. Thomas Source, St. Croix Source,
and other places.

The articles referred to the Plaintiff and were directed at his character. The Defendants
relied on the underlying false facts and their resolution condemning the Plaintiff to set

in motion and continue their scheme to discredit Canegata.



40. In one article, when referring to the Plaintiff, Redfield stated “anybody that bullies a
female for whatever reason is a coward and is not a man” 2 Redfield further stated to

other news sources that Brady was as much an aggressor as “Mother Teresa”3

41. Webster wrote a letter to the Editor where he claimed to have first-hand, personal
knowledge of the assault and thereafter claimed that Plaintiff assaulted Brady.
Webster wrote another letter to the Editor where he continued to spread this untruth.

42 In another article, Yob stated that “this is no longer about Mr. Canegata breaking the
rules to try and hurt me. This is now about him bringing in goons who physically
assaulted a very well respected woman in the Virgin [slands for asking why he wasn't
following the rules. This is beyond politics; this is a matter of a petty tyrant."t

43 Schoenbohm stated that Plaintiff slammed Brady against the wall and then flung her
to the ground, because Brady objected to the gestapo like tactics of Mr. Canegata,
which was clearly false.®

44. Schoenbohm thereafter labeled Plaintiff as an “ardent” supporter of Canegata, which

is also false.

45. In another instance, Defendant Bourdain called Plaintiff's place of employment,

referenced this “assault” and requested that Plaintiff not be allowed to service her

equipment any more.

2 hitp:/ / www.virginislandsdailynews.com /eedition/ page-a/ page fb15e0be-4550-5882-bd48-54ba84416cae.html

3 http:/ /abcnews.go.com/ Politics / us-virgin-islands-delegate—ﬁght-spill-republican-convenﬁon/ story?id=38573812

4 Carlson, S. (2016, April 18). Police Step in as Fight Breaks Out at GOP Meeting, The Virgin Islands Daily News, pp.
8-9.

5 http:// www.weeklystandard.com/ amid-lawsu.it—ove;—virginfjslands—g;op-de1egates-vigop-meeting-ends-inf
chaos/article/ 2002010
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Defendants Cole, Yob and others while using the underlying false facts of an assault,
referred to Plaintiff as a sycophant and claimed Plaintiff assaulted Brady to the 2016

Republican National Convention.

Yob and Redfield thereafter used the manufactured chaos in the Territorial Republican
Committee and their National Relationships to regain recognition from the 2016
Republican National Convention as to the disqualified delegates, and therefore, to
allow Yob, his wife and their friend Eilon to participate in the 2016 Republican
National Convention as unbound delegates.

Cole and other Defendants used the heavily manufactured and professionally
orchestrated chaos, described herein as further justification to the 2016 Republican
National Convention that Cole’s Junta should be the one true Republican National
Committee-recognized state party for the territory of the Virgin Islands. The
Republican Party of the United States Virgin Islands has been recognized as such by
the Republican National Committee, the territorial supervisor of elections, and the

Superior Court of the Virgin Islands in “Canegata v. Schoenbohm”.

Count I
Civil Conspiracy
The allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 48 are incorporated herein by
reference as if fully re-alleged herein.
Defendants and others conspired, confederated and/or otherwise agreed to falsely
assert and/or defame the Plaintiff by publishing to the local and national news that

he assaulted Gwendolyn Hall Brady.
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As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants conduct, Plaintiff has suffered and will
continue to suffer loss of reputation, shame, mortification, injury, loss of reputation,

loss of political opportunity, mental and emotional stress and threats from individuals

on the internet.

Count II
Civil Aiding and Abetting

The allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through 51 are incorporated herein by
reference as if fully re-alleged herein.

Defendants while aided and abetted by each other, falsely asserted and/or defamed
the Plaintiff by publishing statements to the local and national news that he assaulted

Gwendolyn Hall Brady.

As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants conduct, Plaintiff has suffered and will
continue to suffer loss of reputation, shame, mortification, injury, loss of reputation,
loss of political opportunity, mental and emotional stress and threats from individuals

on the internet.

Count IIT
Defamation

The allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 54 are incorporated herein by

reference as if fully re-alleged herein.

Defendants published a false assertion of fact, and/ or a false statement causing special

harm to the Plaintiff.



57. As a direct and proximate cause of Defendants conduct, Plaintiff has suffered and will
continue to suffer loss of reputation, shame, mortification, injury, loss of reputation,
loss of political opportunity, mental and emotional stress and threats from individuals
on the internet.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment as it may appear against Defendants, and

each of them individually and jointly for:

1. Compensatory damages according to proof;

2. Punitive damages;

3. Attorneys’ Fees and Costs; and,

4. Such other and further relief as this court deems just and proper.

JURY DEMAND
Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. Rule 38, the Plaintiff demands trial by jury in this action of all
issues so triable.
Respectfully submitted,

MA?ING LEGAL SERVICES, P.C.

DATED: September 1, 2016 By: //

Yohana M. Manning, B€q.
Attorney for Plaintiff

2120 Company St., Ste 1
Christiansted VI 00820-4945
(P) 340-719-0601 Ext. 102
Yohana05@gmail.com




VERIFICATION
Pursuant to Superior Court Rule 18, I, Frederick Espinosa verify that [ am the Plaintiff in
this case. I have read the foregoing Original Complaint and based on personal knowledge and
knowledge otherwise known to me, I believe the same to be true. Therefore, I, Frederick Espinosa
verify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

DATED: CN{/ZO'@ i"“/@\ Toox

FREDERICK ESPINOSA




EXHIBIT 1
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(OTESS V.1, POLICE DEPARTMENT - United States Virgin Islands

1 OF;'F"ENSE/INCt_DF:;NT 2 ZONE_A 3. DR¥ 16 A- 03524
Police Assistance RA  U-8 4. ARREST# —co—cco—oo=-=
PIS 2 5. UCR#

6. COMPLAINANT'S NAME - FIRM OR BUS. 7. HOME ADDRESS 8. HOME PHONE
VIRGIN ISLANDS POLICE DEPARTMENT S = s==mmoommsmmm=—oos T ——
9 SEX 10. D.O.B. 11.RACE  [12. POB 13. SSN 14. OCCUPATION

e s e e e OOO 00 0000 - e -

15. BUS. ADDRESS OR SCHOOL ATTENDING 16. BUSISCH PHONE 17. LOCATION OF INCIDENT (Address}

- JSE—EPO‘%I[%MPND CHRISTIANSTED - 340-773- 25%0 9Y Est. Cottage Chrlstnansted 5

T 3 M | D | Y ]DAYOF WEEK Y [DAY OF WEEK 19, TIME REPORTED Y| DAY OF WEEK
9:45 AM 04 | 16 |16 | Saturday 945AM 04 16 | 16 | Saturday 9:45 AM 04 16 16

20. BY WHOM _ 21. ADDRESS OF REPQRTIN 22, PHONE #

LENNOX . Dennis #58'JUDITH FANCY CHRISTIANSTED 537-200-1548

“ZADESCRPTION | RACE AGE HT. WT. EYES | HAR | BUILD COMPLEXION BEARD, MUSTACHE, SDEBURNS | HAT COAT

VICTIM

SHIRT PANTS OTHER R4, MENTAL CONDITION 125. PHYSICAL CONDITION
76. SCARS, MARKS, DEFORMITIES 27. GLASSES (Describe) 28, LAST SEEN WHERE b9, IN COMPANY OF 30. PROBABLE DESTINATION

31. CAUSE OF ABSENCE 32 Vehicle Oves CINO BMSSNGPREVIOUSLY  [34. IF YES, DATEMHERE LOCATED

DESCRIBE O ves [JNO
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H
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Algg"AUTP THEF THOR “VEHICLE REPORTS" OR OTHER TRANSPORTATION -- [J MOTORCYCLES [J AUTO [J TRUCK [J8US [ BOAT [ Other...

51.POINT OF ENTRY:
[ LOCKED DOOR [J UNLOCKED DOOR [ WINDOW [ VENT [J TRUNK [ HOCD

EBDKEYS wmmmN 54, DESCRBE EVIDENCE OF STRIPPING, TAMPERING, DAMAGE TOAUTO
YES [JNO
56 COLOR 56, YRMAKEMODEL/TYPE 57.VIN 58, YRISTATELIC. PLATE NO/STICKER NG
59, VALUE 60. TOWED BYWHERE 61. Time/date Recoverediocaton
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MA\ 6, Narcoics Type 66. Quantty 67. Fid. Test By
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x Ty 74. TOOL 76. METHOD USED 78. GUN FEATURE‘S
[ Pry Bar / Crowbar [ Break Window / Door Glass E 0;.. Automatic
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ikl [ Knife / Cutting Instrument [ Burned THE 0 aa. e
[ Hammer / Mallel Device A chneﬂl 5y Cn L - [ 04. Single Barrel
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N/A [ Jewelry 7 Left Note 1 Machete Brand Name / Caliber
[ Clothing [ Bloodstains 0 Handgun
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71, LOCATION OF EXIT [] Television, Radios. Cameras, £lc. [ Fingerprints O Rifle Nl
[ Firearms O Foolprints 01 Rock
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20 REPORTING UFFTCER NAME X BADGE NO. B2. VISITOR(S) INVOLVED AS: B84, APPROVING OFFICER PRINT &SIGNA'I'URE
. [0 vicTIM [ PERPETRATOR [ WITNESS
David Sievers 3091 S a1l ) fon g g o
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Joshua Wiliams 3092 v O
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1 2 3 4
86. DESCRIPTION OF THE SUSPECT(S) mised o b o B 05000 A
Yes No Uk
1y N/A [0 [0 [J07. Cansuspectvehice be idenite?
; 0 O [J02 Isstlen propertytraceabie?
Name, » ddress, Phone No. o o 583_ \Q/as 3 mmmw
oo g® present?
(2} 0 0O 0 svidimwiling o prosecue?
Name, Address, Phone No. 0O O [706 Wasanarestmage?
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oo 01 Whie ooO0o4. 56 -59" 0000 04Bown Dmuug;%caﬂsidemblﬂaﬂdng oooaoQ oz Juvenilge
Oooo 02 Back gopoos. 5.3"—5'6" 0000 05 Gay orPata Gay UUDD(B- Litle or No Taliking 0OoOoQog o3 LAU
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oooano o Orend 000007 Under 50 000 0N 07. Sandy 000007 AsedCamorDelberale [ g o O 05 Traffic
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Dmcmos IS 93 EYES (Color) 0 U0 O 0 Locks 000 O 08 UssdLubicart
E’SSSWW oooo o1 Back 10. Unknown 000D 10. Makdous Desucton Outside Agency
Ooooo 02 Bue OO0 O Qg 1. Ussd Tooks Foud at Scene Ooooor. Fel
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goopo2 825 gpoo 05 Geen 000 O 02 Long, Staght 0000 14 Pespred O O O O 09, Mental Health
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nOooo® Oe®  oOooo 08 Pk 0 00 0 05 Shot, Culy N SOl
30. BUILD 09, Unknown 0 0 0 0 06. Reoeding o B C{J‘@U@%er__
0000 07 Toupee i~ \S
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00000 Msar 000002 Bead OO0 0 10 Loks 0000 02 UssdNoe P Dyoz ‘CASE STATUS
o000 Lage 0007 03. Sidebums cooao os Pmsbn.nonlnva\/edl' E]01 Unfounded
Rt s S 00000 HawBebrows o7 /50 a iDENTITY 0000 04 Usedlookou Uk [Cicmi e
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aoooon 01. Hat 0O O O O 02 Southern OO0 O 07 SexAds J,J“ O 05. Open
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104. CODE: V-Victim O-Owner P -Parent/Guardlan R - Reporting Person CP - Child Present W - Witness
NAME(S) CODE RESIDENCE ADDRESS RES. PHONE EMPL/SCH/PHONE

105. NARRATIVE!

On Saturday, April 16, 2016, my partner, Joshua Williams and | were dispatched via the 911 Emergency Call
Center to investigate a possible assault case at D&J Shooting Gallery.

Upon our arrival on the scene, | made contact with Mr. Dennis Lennox who stated that during a meeting, that
they had at D&J Shooting Gallery, he and a female individual had a misunderstanding; that he no longer wants to

file a police report.

The 911 Emergency Call Center was advised of our findings.

| request that this case be left closed at the Patrol Level.

David Stevens 3091




U5, VIRGIN ISLANDS SUPPLEMENT REPORT

POLICE DEPARTMENT
SUPPLEMENT # 2 3 4 5
1. COMPLAINANT, DRIVER, VICTIM, ARRESTER 2. ARREST NO. 5. COMPLAINT NO.
VIRGIN ISLANDS POLICE DEPARTMENT, mmmEsms====== 016A003524
DATE OF ORIGINAL REPORT FOLLOWUP INFORMATION OR SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
4162016
4. DATE OF THIS REPORT g‘ T(I:IMSEVOFFEI:\SE \AII/;SM 7. CORRECT OFFENSE OR SUPPLEMENTAL CLASSIFICATION
1 M. M. = CHANGE
June1Q, 2016 a8 K Simple assault and battery 2 3(‘530 [INO
8. KIND OF REPORT BEING SUPPLEMENTED [ MISSING PERSON 9, MULTIPLE GLEAR UP
[0 FOUND Llﬂ‘ ?KER CR#S HERE: D YES

[1 ARREST [1 PERSON OR PROPERTY [1 UNIDENTIFIED gno
10. OFFENSE, CHARGE, OR INCIDENT ON ORIGINAL REPORT 11. VALUE OF PROPERTY RECOVERED
Police Assistance ‘ s N/A
12. VALUE OF PROPERTY NOT 13. INSURED 14. INSURANCE AGENT:

RECOVERED S DYES D NO N /A

15, Record your activity and all developments in the case subsequent to last report, describe and record

Instructions:  nroperty recovered, names and arrest numbers of persons arrested, explain any classification changes.
Show disposition of recovered property and property number. [ndicate case, status and UCR disposition.
Indicate items referred to at left. Give names, addresses, dates and time of all personal interviews.
Attach statements made by witness, if any.

ITEM LOCATION OF OFFENSE
NO. 9Y Est. Cottage Christiansted

ESTIMATE OF TOTAL LOSS VALUE

Cash:$§ N/A Property: $ N/ A

ESTIMATE OF TOTAL RECOVERED

Cash:$ N/A Property: $ N /A

This Supplement Report is in reference to case 16A03224, where Mr. Dennis Lennox called for police assistance
at the D&J Shooting Gallery in reference to an assault case but upon our arrival Mr. Lennox decided not to make a
palice report since he and his alleged attacker Ms. Gwen Brady-Hall who he stated grabbed his Cellphone and
threw it at him impacting his forehead, while he was recording the Republican Party meeting. Ms. Brady agreed to
write an apology to Mr. Lennox for the bruise, she inflicted on his forehead and take responsibility for her actions,
in my presence and my partner P/Ofc. Joshua Williams. However Mr. Lennox stated that Ms. Brady now claims
that he assaulted her. On the day in question | observed a bruise on Mr. Lennox's forehead.

| request this case remains open pending further developments.

D I

David Stevens 3091 e
S ) _}',f\‘;'?" R '-,,':‘;.,
e ) ot L. . ' éﬁ
P - (OF Y : S
o ANDS
S e
B 5 280

OFFICE USE ONLY
16. DATE/TIME TYPE NO. 17. THIS COPY TO:
18. REPORTING OFFICER UNIT & BADGE NO. 19. STATUS (Check one) [ UNFOUNDED 20. UNIT REFERRED TO; 21. UCR DISPOSITION
David Stevens 3091 OPEN [JCLOSED [JSUSPENDED

22. SECOND OFFICER UNIT & BADGE NO. 23. SUPERVISORAPPROVING  NO 2. Rjifwﬁ 4 Z‘_’%
eay .
29t p&ﬁf 308y . Jgﬂ g
7T



