(@)MOCRATIC PARTY
of the {IRGIN ISLANDS

August 21, 2016

Caroline Fawkes

Supervisor of Elections

Elections System of the Virgin Islands
St. Croix, USVI 00823

Dear Supervisor Fawkes:

We are writing to you because the Democratic Party of the Virgin Islands has a responsibility to
all residents of the Virgin Islands to ensure that every election is conducted in a legitimate
manner with legitimate candidates in accordance with the laws of the Virgin Islands. Because of
the questions being raised again about the validity of the candidacy of former Senator Alicia
Hansen, and in order to preserve the integrity of the upcoming election, it is imperative that the
Election System of the Virgin Islands assure the public that she has met all requirements and
fulfilled all responsibilities to be legally qualified to be on the ballot for the November 8, 2016
General Election.

Pursuant to the Petition for Name Change filed by former Senator Alicia Hansen in the Superior
Court of the Virgin Islands on July 12, 2016, it became evident that her legal name is Alden
Alicia Pickering and not the Alicia Hansen. Consequently, the public is left to question whether
Alicia Hansen is properly registered to vote in the Virgin Islands and, under the circumstances,
whether she was properly certified as a candidate in the November 8, 2016 General Election. It
is up to the Supervisor of Elections to determine whether Alicia Hansen does or does not meet
the qualifications. Title 18, Section 411(b) of the Virgin Islands Code provides that “If the
Supervisor determines that a candidate for election or nomination does not meet the
qualifications established by law for the office, then he (she) shall disqualify such candidate and
delete the candidate’s name from the ballot if the ballots have not been printed”.

Of course, in the alternative, if the candidate is found to be qualified, no action need be taken.
But it is our position that the public would have been well served by the matter having been
settled once and for all.

As the question arises in the St. Croix District, this District is making the inquiry, but with the

support of the State Chair Elect and the District Chair Elect in St. Thomas as it is a matter of
concern to all and the resolution of which is in the interest of the entire territory.

WWW.DEMOCRATSVI.COM



Page 2- Letter 1o Caroline Fawkes, Supervisor of Elections

With time being of the essence, we await your prompt response {o our inquiry.

In the service of the community,

Lefirétta Fetersen, District Chair-St. Croix

j/;;fﬂ’{?‘-—

Donna M. Christensen, M.D., State Chair Elect

Attachments: Petition for Change of Name — Superior Court SX-16-NC-11

Pc: Joint Board of Elections
St. Croix District Board of Elections
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: FAMILY NO. sX-16-NC- /
ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING

)
)
)
)
Aka ALICIA HANSEN )

MOTION FOR CERTIFICATE OF NAME CHANGE

Attached hereto is an affidavit of publication of this Court’s Adjudication of Name
Change in the above entitled matter. Petitioner having thus fulfilled all the statutory
requirements for approval of his petition for name change, and no objection thereto baving

been made;1t Js requested that the Court enter the attached Certificate of Name Change.

DATED: ég Zﬂ/ﬁ@pectfully submitted,

L4

ALDEN ALICIA’PICKERING ~
#2 Bellvue, Christiansted, VI 00820
(340) 201-0639
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION

FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: FAMILY NO. SX-16-NC- [ {

ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING %%
Aka ALICIA HANSEN

)
)
)
)
)

ORDER

Upon reading the Petition for Change of Name, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka
ALICTA HANSEN, Petitioner, it is hereby

ORDERED
That publication of the Notice of Petition for Change of Name be made in the St.

Croix Avis newspaper of general circulation in the Virgin Islands once a week for three éﬁ

Ed

consecutive weeks.

DATED this & Htiay of ‘%f 2016,

AP

JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
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IN THE %UPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF:

FAM. NO. SX-16-NC-11

ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka ALICIA NAME

)
)
) ACTION FOR CHANGE OF
)
HANSEN )
)

ORDER

THIS MATTER is before this Court on Petitioner Alden Alicia Pickering’s, ak.a Alicia Hansen’s
(Petitioner) pro se Petition for Name Change pursuant to 16 V.I.C. 181.

For resolution before this Court is Petitioner’s request that the Court waive the public notice
requirement set out in 16 V.I.C. 182.

FACTS

On July 12, 2016, Petitioner filed a petition requesting a change of name from Alden Alicia Pickering
to Alicia “Chucky” Hansen.! Per Petitioner, the reason she is requesting the name change is to “[M]ake
all...documents consistent with the name [she’s] been known for all of [her] life, that is reflected on [her]
United States Passport, and that the public is familiar with as a senator and politician for the last 25 years.”
Per Petitioner, the “Hansen” name stems from her 40-year-long marriage to Esdel E. Hansen.

LEVANT LAW

Per 16 V.LC. 182:

Before adjudging a change of name, except as provided in chapter 5 of this title, the court
shall require public notice of the application therefor to be given that all persons may
appear and show cause, if they have any, why the same should not be granted. The court
shall also require public notice to be given of the change adjudged, and on return of proof
thereof may grant a certificate, under the seal of the court, of the name the party is to have,
and which shall thereafter be his legal name and a copy thereof shall be furnished the proper

! There are two petitions of record filed Hy this pro se petitioner—one on J uly 11,2016 and the other on July 12. 2016.
The July 11,2016 petition requests a name change from Alicia Hansen to Alicia “Chucky” Hansen. The July 12,2016
petition requests a name change from Alden Alicia Pickering to Alicia “Chucky” Hansen. In so far as the July 12, 2016
petition was filed later in time, this Court will deem said petition as superseding that filed on July 11, 2016.
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local registrar of vital statistics. If the child has been baptized in the Virgin Islands the proper
church officials shall also be notified of such change of name.?

DISCUSSION

At issue is whether this Court has the authority to waive the notice provision contained within 16
V.IC. 182, It does not.

This narrow issue presents a matter of statutory construction. The first step when interpreting a
statute is to determine whether the language at issue has a plain and unambiguous meaning. Inre. Adoption
of Sherman, 49 V.1 452, 456 (V.L 2008). I the statutory language is unambiguous and the statutory scheme
is coherent and consistent, no further inquiry is needed. Shoy v. People, 55 V.I. 919, 926 (V.I. 2011).

This Court finds the statutory scheme to be coherent and consistent.? Further, in Section 182 the
Legislature uses the term “shall” in setting out the two instances in which notice is required under the statute
— upon application and post adjudication. The Virgin Islands Legislature has instructed that “[w]ords and
phrases™ in the Virgin Islands code “shali be construed according to the common and approved usage of the
English language” unless the word has “acquired a peculiar and appropriate meaning in the law. 1 V.I.C. 42.
Applying this directive, the term “shall” means “[H]asa dutyto.. . . is required to.” Black’s Law Dictionary
1585 (10" ed. 2014).

CONCLUSION

The premises having been considered, this Court finds that it does not have the authority under the
law to provide the petitioner with the relief she is seeking. Neither of the notice provisions are waivable.*

2 Notice provisions italicized.

3 Title 16 V.I.C. 181, which provides for an application for change of name “except a woman upon her marriage or
divorce,” does not impact this case to yield a contrary result. A strict reading of the provisions shows that it does not
provide for a name change by operation of law, thus arguably obviating the need for judicial determination. However, a
grammatical reading of the statute suggests that it merely states that for cases that fall within the enumerated categories
(i.e. marriage, divorce, or adoption of a child) the Court need not address whether “sufficient reasons not inconsistent
with the public interest” exists. ‘As such, the notice provisions of 16 V.L.C. 182 would still apply.

However, even if it did, the facts of this case show that Petitioner used the name “Alicia Hansen” to apply for the
marriage license — the implication being that the name “Hansen™ was utilized even prior to the marriage. Further, the
change being undertaken is a change to the first name and the last name (to wit, “Alden™ and “Pickering™) rather than
simply the surname, as is traditionally the case with marriage name changes.

. *Similarly, there is no common law support for waiver. It is important to distinguish the seminal case of In re. Bevans,

13V.1.251 (V.1 1977). In Bevans, the Court held that where the subject of the name change is a five-month-old baby

who was simply requesting that his middle name be changed, “publication in a newspaper would serve no useful

purpose and public notice as required by 16 V.L.C. 182 can be satisfied by posting as is required by 15 V.L.C. 496.” Id.
0o £ ot V.
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ACCORDINGLY, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:
1. That the Petitioner’s Motion to Waive Publication is DENIED:

2. That a copy of this Order be served on the Petitioner.
DONE AND SO ORDERED this 22*¢ day of July, 2016.

LB

DENISE A. HINDS ROACH, JUDGE

at256. However, the Bﬂnlm Court, recognized that notice was mandatory. Thus, the Bevans decision only addressed
the nature of the notice rgﬁtiiféd since the statute did not actually define the terms “public notice™.
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INTHE SU’PERIOR COURT OF THE VIlRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FAMILY NO. 8X-16-NC-11

FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: _ ACTION FOR CHANGE OF
ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka ALICIA NAME
HANSEN

g L fd )

6 JL22 P622

NOTICE OF PETTITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

NOTICE is hereby given that ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka ALFES
has filed a Petition seeking to change the name of ALDEN ALICIA PICKERIN! G to
ALICIA “CHUCKY” HANSEN.

All person opposed to this Change of Name may appear and show cause if any
exist, why the change should not be granted. Notice of any objection should be made to
the Clerk of the Court in order to determine the hearing of this Petition. Any objection
shall be made no later than thirty (30) days after publication of this Notice.

Dated: JCZ 0’2& / é 27

/ Alden Alicia Pickering
#2 Bellvue
Christiansted, VI 00820
- (340) 201-0639

- Je AN
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{Te be Retalnea by Minister or Maglstrate)
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the Virgin Islands, GREETING;
You are hereby authorized to celebrate the rites of marriage between
Esdel Emsnuel Hansen of. .. 5t Crodx ... ..... and -

Alicia Hansen of...Fmerto Rico . . . ... . .. and

----------------------------

having done so, you are commanded to make return of same to this court within

ten days under a penalty of $50. for default therein. This license is valid for three

months only.
Witness my hand and Seal of the Municipal Court of The Virgin Islands this

. JAsth.  gavof... MAY L. Anno Domini . .. .. 1976 .. ........
Je s
10 BE E COP
y of Lt /A/ —é liam B Moorhead.. ..........
ELAZQUEZ, ESQ. oy Juge
OURT GRS
oy
Court C! 2003
<
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Marriage Return

————

174/76

I, a" /qu, 0/'/3’ . Q/ﬂ .-S.a.’-.'). .. . who have been duly authorized to

celebrate the rites of marriage in the Virgin Islands, do hereby certify that, by
authority of a Kcense of corresponding number herewith, I solemnized the

------------------------------------------------

named therein, on the ... 12bh, ... . .. doyof ..... Jwme ... 1976, .
Friedensthal Moravian Chmxehg
at Christiensted, St..Gralx. . ... in the Virgin Islands.

WITNESSES :

Govt. Prig. Ofice §.15-T0-8000
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Social Security Administration
Important information _ ; _
Social Security Administration
SOCIAL SECURITY ADM
4094 DIAMOND RUBY

SUITE 4 .

CHRISTIANSTED, VI 00820-5082
Date:July 12, 2016 :

ALICIA HANSEN \SV /é /([ / [
PO BOX 24186
CHRISTIANSTED, VI 00824-4185

This is a receipt to show that you applied for a Social Security card on July 12, 2016. You shouid
have your card in about 2 weeks. Any document(s) you have submitted are being returned to
you with this receipt.

If you do not receive your Social Securitr card within 2 weeks, please let us know. You may call,
write or visit any Social Security office. If

you visit an office, please bring this recsipt with you.
To protect your privacy, we wili not disclose a Saclal Security number over the telephone.
The Social Security Administration is required by

law to limit replacement Social Security cards fo
three per year end ten per lifetime. Do not carry your Social Security card with you. Keepitin a
safe location, not in your wallet.

!

Field Office Manager
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS RS

JULT1 208
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX \
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION .
FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: FAMILY NO. SX-16-NC:|[

)
)
)
ALICIA HANSEN )
)

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Comes Now, ALICIA HANSEN appearing Pro Se and respectfully says as
follows:

1. This Court has jurisdiction to hear this matter pursuant to 4 V.1.C. § 76.

2. Petitioner, ALICIA HANSEN born December 6, 1952 in Puerto Rico and
is a resident of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands.

3. Petitioner seeks to change the name of ALICIA HANSEN to ALICIA
“CHUCKY” HANSEN.

4, The reason for said change is as follows:
Make all of my documents consistent with the name I’ve been known as for all my
life and that the public is familiar with.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Court enter an Order changing the name

as set forth above.

DATED: Respgctfully submitted,

11,30/ A

ALICIA HANSENY
#2 Bellvue, Christiansted, VI 00820
(340) 201-0639




VERIFICATION

I, ALICIA HANSEN, have read the foregoing petition for change of name and
hereby c that all the allegations therein are true to the best of my knowledge.

DATE / 4 F2 ,/g

Subscri;Jé’d and Sworn to before me
This //%~day of () 2016.

» EDMAY G JEAN-PIERRE
“UOMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE
MARCH 27, 2017

NP 26-13
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGJN ISLANDS

DIVISION OF ST. CROIX f='

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ] thd
FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: : 3 PAMILYNo.sx-16.NC- [/
ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka ALICIA =~ ) &
HANSEN )
PEITTION FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Comes Now, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, aka ALICIA HANSEN appearing
Pro Se and respectfully says as follows:

1. This Court has jurisdiction to hear this matter pursuantto4 V.I.C. § 76.

2. Petitioner, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, aka ALICIA HANSEN bom
December 6, 1952 in Puerto Rico and is a resident of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands.

3. Petitioner seeks to change the name of ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING,
aka ALICA HANSEN to ALICIA “CHUCKY” HANSEN,

4, The reason for said change is as follows:
Make all of my documents consistent with the name I’ve been known as for all my
life, that is reflected on my United States Passport, and that the public is familiar
with as a senator and politician for the last 25 years.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Court enter an Order changing the name

as set f above,

DA /a?/ 27, éespectfully submitted,

At (o) 1

/ ALDEN ALICfA PICKERING
#2 Bellvue, Christiansted, VI 00820
(340) 201-0639




VERIFICATION

I, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, have read the foregoing petition for change of
name and hegeby certify that all the allegations therein are true to the best of my knowledge.

DATED: /21 9/ }&
CI4/PICKERING /

DEN ALI
Subscribed and Sworn to before me

This /o7 ay of 201e6.

'# GFR N<PIERRE
COMMISSION EXPIRATION DATE
MARCH 27, 2017

NP 26-13
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION

FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF: FAMILY NO. §X-16-NC- /{

ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING aka ALICIA

)
)
)
)
HANSEN )

MOTION FOR WAIVER OF PUBLICATION
e AR WALYER VR FUBLICATION
Comes Now, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, aka ALICIA HANSEN appearing
Pro Se and respectfully prays this Honorable Court to waive publication.

L. This Court has jurisdiction to hear this matter pursuant to 4 V.I.C. § 76

and 16 V.I.C § 181 and 182,
2. Petitioner, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, aka ALICIA HANSEN born

December 6, 1952 in Puerto Rico and is & resident of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands and

has applied for a Change of Name.

3. Time is of an essence in this matter as Petitioner desires to use the new

name on election ballots.

4. The public already knows petitioner as Alicia “Chucky Hansen” so the

Petition should not be unexpected.

5. Petitioner has been married to Esdel E. Hansen Sr. for 40 years, since

June 12, 1976, and is well known in the community

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Court publication be waived in this

matter,
DATED: Respectfully subm%fl, «
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. CROIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION

FOR CHANGE OF NAME OF- FAMILY NO. sx-16.Nc {[

ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING
Aka ALICIA HANSEN

MOTION FOR ADJUDICATION OF NAME CHANGE

Petitioner, ALDEN ALICIA PICKERING, aka ALICIA HANSEN, Pro Se, hereby

)
)
)
)
)

asks the Court to enter an order adjudging a name change as requested in the petition in
this matter. This request is supported by the following:
1. Notice of the proposed name change has been published for (3) three
consecutives weeks, and no objection thereto has been made (see attached affidavit).
Petitioner will publish the adjudication pursuant to Title 16 V.I.C. §182 in the
manner approved for the notice of the application and, upon proof thereof, shall return to

the Court for the Certificate of Name Change.

DATED:

#2 Bellvue,
(349) 201-0639
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